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THREE PIECES FOR CHORUS AND VIBRAPHONE: TEXT

I. Who Stole Your Wits Away

Who stole your wits away
And where have they gone?

Who dragged your wits away
Where no one knows?

Or have they run off

On their own pair of shoes?

I'll find your wits again.
Come, for I saw them roll

To where old badger mumbles
In the black hole.

No, but an angel stole them
The night that you were born,
And now they are but a rag
On the moon's horn.

- William Butler Yeats, from The Hour Glass, pub. 1913

I1. I Hear the Wind A-blow

I hear the wind a-blow,
I hear the grass a-grow,
And all that I know, I know.

- William Butler Yeats, from The Hour Glass, pub. 1913

IIL. Lift Up the White Knee

Lift up the white knee;
Hear what they sing,
Those young dancers
That in a ring

Raved but now

Of the hearts that broke
Long, long ago

For their sake.

But the dance changes,
Lift up the gown,

All that sorrow

Is trodden down.

- William Butler Yeats, from The Countess Cathleen, pub. 1895
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Also by Abbie Betinis . . .

The Burt Family Carols Series:

Hail, Christmas Day! SATB (or SSAB) a cappella canon Abylon Press
AB-026-C3

He Might Have Come on Clouds of Heaven SATB a cappella Abylon Press
AB-016-C2

In a Far Judean City SATB a cappella Abylon Press
AB-009-C1

Prayer for Peace SATB a cappella, s. or t. solos Abylon Press
AB-033-C4

Song of the Pines SATB a cappella Abylon Press
AB-041-C5

Other Choral Works:

Another Sky SSA, marimba Abylon Press
Text: Emily Dickinson AB-012-00
The Babe of Bethlehem, arr. SSAATTBB a cappella Abylon Press
Text and tune: William Walker in Southern Harmony AB-031-01
Blessed Be the Lord, My Rock SAB a cappella/organ Graphite Publishing
Text: Psalm 144 GP-B004
Build a House (for friends and birds) SATB, string quartet Abylon Press
Text: Hafiz AB-043-00
Carmina mei cordis SATB a cappella Abylon Press
Text: traditional Latin AB-030-01
Dormi, Jesu SATB a cappella Abylon Press
Text: traditional Latin AB-007-00
Jerusalem Luminosa SA a cappella Kjos Music
Text: Thomas a Kempis Cat. No. 6323
Psalm 126: A Song of Ascents SATB a cappella Augsburg Fortress
Text: Psalm 126 0-8006-7720
To the Evening Star SSAATTBB, flute Abylon Press
Text: William Blake AB-040-00
Yhinx: An Ancient Greek Love Charm TTBB a cappella, t. t. b. solos Abylon Press
Text: Theocritus, ancient Greek stone AB-018-01

ABBIE BETINIS (b. 1980) has written music in a variety of genres, but her greatest passion is for the human voice. Betinis,
who also sings professionally, holds a BA in music with emphasis in theory/composition from St. Olaf College, where she
studied primarily with Peter Hamlin and Mary Ellen Childs, and a MA in music composition from the University of
Minnesota, where she studied under Judith Zaimont. Upon twice receiving the Cynthia Lilley Scholarship from the European
American Musical Alliance, she spent two summers at La Schola Cantorum and the Ecole Normale de Musique in Paris,
France, where she studied harmony and counterpoint in the tradition of Nadia Boulanger with faculty from Juilliard and the
Paris Conservatory. Betinis has won the Craig and Janet Swan Composer Prize in Choral Music (2005) the Mention Excellent
and Mention Bien (EAMA), numerous Minnesota Music Educators Association Awards in composition, and was a finalist for
the Ithaca College Choral Composition Contest (2004), and the Young New Yorkers Chorus Composition Competition
(2005). Her work has been commissioned by the American Suzuki Foundation, Cantus, the Dale Warland Singers, Ensemble
of the North, Hopkins High School, The Rose Ensemble, The Schubert Club, and the University of Minnesota Men’s
Chorus, among others. Her work is published by Abylon Press, Augsburg Fortress, Graphite Publishing, Kjos, and Santa
Barbara Music Publishing. She lives in Saint Paul, where she serves as Composer-in-Residence for The Schubert Club.
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