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THREE PIECES FOR CHORUS AND VIBRAPHONE: TEXT 
 

 
 
I. Who Stole Your Wits Away 
 
Who stole your wits away 
And where have they gone? 
 
Who dragged your wits away 
Where no one knows? 
Or have they run off  
On their own pair of shoes? 
 
I'll find your wits again. 
Come, for I saw them roll 
To where old badger mumbles  
In the black hole. 
 
No, but an angel stole them 
The night that you were born, 
And now they are but a rag 
On the moon's horn. 
 

- William Butler Yeats, from The Hour Glass, pub. 1913 
 
 
II. I Hear the Wind A-blow 
 
I hear the wind a-blow,  
I hear the grass a-grow, 
And all that I know, I know.     
 

- William Butler Yeats, from The Hour Glass, pub. 1913 
 
 
 
III. Lift Up the White Knee 
 
Lift up the white knee; 
Hear what they sing, 
Those young dancers 
That in a ring 
Raved but now 
Of the hearts that broke 
Long, long ago 
For their sake. 
 
But the dance changes, 
Lift up the gown, 
All that sorrow 
Is trodden down. 
 

- William Butler Yeats, from The Countess Cathleen, pub. 1895 
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