
A B B I E   B E T I N I S 
 
 
 

To A.L.J. 
 
 

 

Carmina mei cordis 
 
 
 

(SATB a cappella) 
 
 

      I. Aeterna lux, divinitas 
 II. Angele Dei 
 
 
 

Commissioned by Kantorei – Denver, Colorado 
Richard Larson, director 

 
 
 
 
 
 

© Copyright August 2004, Abbie Betinis (ASCAP).  All Rights Reserved. 
www.abbiebetinis.com  

Carmina mei cordis / Abbie Betinis SATB, a cap. $2.25 / AB-030-01 
 



Carmina mei cordis   (Songs of my heart) 
 
 
Aeterna lux, divinitas  
 
Aeterna lux, divinitas, 
in unitate Trinitas, 
te confitemur debiles, 
te deprecamur supplices.  Alleluia! 
 
Christum rogamus et Patrem, 
Christi Patrisque Spiritum; 
unum potens per omnia, 
fove precantes, Trinita.  Alleluia! 
 
Qui finis et exordium 
rerumque fons es omnium, 
tu solus es solacium, 
tu certa spes credentium.  Alleluia! 
 
O veritas, o caritas, 
o finis et felicitas, 
sperare fac et credere, 
amare fac et consequi. 
 
Qui cuncta solus efficis 
cunctisque solus sufficis, 
tu sola lux es omnibus 
et praemium sperantibus.  Alleluia! 
 

— From the Liturgia Horarum,  translation by R. F. Littledale (1833-1890) 
 
 
Angele Dei  
 
Angele Dei, 
qui custos es mei, 
Me tibi commissum pietate superna; 
Hac nocte illumina,  
custodi, rege, et guberna. 
Amen. 
 

— Attrib. Reginald of Canterbury (11th-12th c), translation from Baltimore Manual of Prayers (1888) 
 
 
Program Note: 
 
Carmina mei cordis (Songs of my heart), is a set of two short pieces.  The first, Aeterna lux divinitas, is 
an 18th century hymn from the Liturgia Horarum.  Because the text hails the unity of the Trinity, the 
piece modulates between two primary modalities, which then combine to form a third.  They unify 
into a canon which spirals on, encircling and unifying all voice parts in its course.  The Alleluia refrain 
is my own addition to this traditional Catholic text. 
 
The second piece, Angele dei, is also known as the Prayer to One's Guardian Angel.  Though it was 
once attributed to St. Anselm, scholars now trace the Latin prayer to Reginald of Canterbury, who died 
sometime after 1109.  This musical setting, harmonically informed by my love for the choral music of 
Poulenc and Messiaen, is one of invocation and of my own deep desire for spiritual peace. 
 
Recording available on www.abbiebetinis.com (Ensemble of the North; Patrick McDonough, director). 

 
Eternal Light, Divinity  
 
Eternal Light, Divinity, 
O Unity in Trinity, 
Thy holy name Thy servants bless, 
to Thee we pray, and Thee confess.  Alleluia! 
 
O Father, Source of God the Word, 
O Word with Him co-equal Lord, 
O Spirit of like majesty, 
O Triune God, all praise to Thee.  Alleluia! 
 
Thou First and Last, from whom there springs 
the Fount of all created things, 
Thou art the Life which moves the whole, 
sure hope of each believing soul.  Alleluia! 
 
O Verity! O Charity! 
O Ending and Felicity! 
in Thee we hope, in Thee believe, 
Thyself we love, to Thee we cleave. 
 
Thou who alone the world hast made, 
art still its one sufficing aid, 
the only Light for gazing eyes, 
and, unto them that hope, the Prize.  Alleluia! 

Angel of God 
 
Angel of God, 
my guardian dear, 
To whom his love commits me here; 
Ever this night be at my side, 
To light and guard, to rule and guide. 
Amen. 
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*

* Altos may move up to sing the second soprano part during the solo.  All voice splits should be balanced equally. 
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T

B
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Œ œ> œ>

Al - le -

œ œ Œ
ia!

œ œ œ
lu - - - ia!

œ œ

le - lu - - -

52 Œ œ œœ œ Œ
œ œ œ
œ œ

œ> œ>

lu - ia!

∑

∑

œ œ Œ
ia!

œ œ

œ œ Œ

∑

.˙#
Í

Œ
Oh...

.˙
Í

Œ
Oh...

.˙
Í

Œ
Oh...

.˙

.˙# Œ

.˙
Œ.

.
˙
˙

sub

sub

∑

œ

π
œ œ œ œ œ

(al - le - lu - ia!)

œ
π œ œ œ œ œ
(al - le - lu - ia!)

∑

œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ
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Freely, as chant

443-̇P ˙ ˙ -̇ ˙ ∑U ˙ ›- ˙ ˙ ›
An ge le De i, an ge le De- - - -- - -

&

&

V

?

44

44

44

44

43

43

43

43

44

44

44

44

43

43

43
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S

A

T

B

p

p

p

As a prayer,    = ca.72q2

œ .˙
i,

Ó 3œ œ œ
An ge le

Ó 3œ œ œ
An ge le

Ó 3œ œ œ
An ge le

Œ œ œ œ
an

˙# œ Œ
De i,

˙ œ Œ
De i,

˙ œ Œ
De i,

.˙

Œ 3

œ œ œ œ#
an ge le De

Œ
3

œ œ œ œ
an ge le De

Œ
3

œ œ œ œ
an ge le De

œ ˙ œ
ge le

˙ œ Œ
i,

˙ œ Œ
i,

˙ œ Œ
i,

- - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - -

II. Angele dei
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T
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π
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Œ 3

œ œ œ œ œ
an ge le De i,

Œ
3

œ œ œ œ œ
an ge le De i,

Œ
3

œ œ œ œ œ
an ge le De i,

.˙ Œ
i,

‰ jœ
3

œ œ œ œ œ
3

œ
P
œ œ

Qui cu stos es me i, (Ange le!)

‰ jœ
3

œ œ œ œ œ jœ ‰
Qui cu stos es me i,

‰ Jœ
3

œ# œ œ œ œ Jœ ‰
Qui cu stos es me i,

p

p

p

∑

œ œ œ œ œ œ
P

Me i! De i!

œ œ
3

œ œ œ œ œ œ
P

Me i! (An ge le!) De i!

œ# œ œ Jœ ‰
3

œ#
P
œ œ

Me i! (An ge le!)

- - - -

- - - - - -

- - - - - - - -

- - - - - - -

&

&

V

?

S

A

T

B

sub.

sub.

sub.

p

p

p

9

Œ œ
F
.œ jœ

An ge

.˙ œ
Me i!

˙ ˙
Me i!

.˙# œ
Me i!

˙ Ó
le,

Œ œ# .œ# jœ
An ge

Œ œ .œ# Jœn
An ge

Œ
œ
.œ Jœ

An ge

Œ œ
π

.œ jœ
an ge

jœ# ‰ œ
π

.œ# jœ
le, an ge

˙ Ó
le,

˙
Ó

le,

jœ ‰ Œ Ó
le,

jœ# ‰ œ œ# œ œ
le, an ge le...

Œ œ œ# œn œ
an ge le...

Œ
œ
œ
œ œ

an ge le...

- - - -

- - - - - - - -

- - - - -

- - - - - -
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&
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?
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A

T

B

P

P

P

13

Œ ˙
F

œ

Qui

˙# œ œ
Qui cu stos

˙ œ œ

Qui cu stos

˙ œ œ

Qui cu stos

œ œ 3

œ œ œ
cu stos es

˙ œ œ
es cu stos

˙ œ œ
es cu stos

˙ œ œ
es cu stos

cresc.

œ#
Jœ ‰

3

œ œ œ
me i, cu stos es

œ œ œ œ
me i, Qui

˙ ˙
me i,

˙ ˙
me i,

cresc.

cresc.

œ#
Jœ ‰

3

œ œ œ

me i, cu stos es

œ œ œ œ
cu stos es

˙ œ œ
cu stos es

˙ œ œ

cu stos es

- - - - -

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

&
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V

?

S

A

T

B
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˙ œ Œ

me i,

3

œ
F
œ œb œ œ

cu stos es me i,

˙ ˙b

me

wb

me

molto rit.

molto rit.

molto rit.

molto rit.
.˙ œb

me i,

Œ œ œb Œ
me i,

˙ œ
me i,

.˙b Œ
i,

.˙b Œ
i,

a tempo

a tempo

a tempo

a tempo

P

P

P

ŒU œF œb œ
An ge le

.˙
U

œ œ
An ge le

.˙
U

œ œ
An ge le,

.˙b
U

œ œ
An ge le,

.œ Jœ ˙
De i,

.œ# jœn ˙
De i,

˙b œ œb œ
an ge le,

˙ œ œ œ

an ge le,

- - - - - - -

- -

-

- - - - --

- - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - - -
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S
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B

(cresc.)

(cresc.)

(cresc.)

(cresc.)29
.œ

Jœ
˙

te, noc

œb ˙b œ
noc te, hac

œ ˙ œ
noc te, hac

œb ˙ œ
noc te, hac

œ ˙ Jœ ‰
te...

˙b .œb
‰

noc te...

˙ .œ ‰
noc te...

˙b .œb ‰
noc te...

sub.

sub.

sub.

Ó ˙
P

il

Œ œ
F
œb œ

il

w
P

il

w
P

il

w

.˙ œ
lu mi

.œ
jœ ˙

lu mi na,

.˙b œ
lu mi

.˙ œ

lu mi

.˙ œ

- - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - -

&

&
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?

S

A

T

B

33

.˙ œ
na, il

Œ œ
3

œ œ œ
Hac noc te il

w
na,

w
na,

w

˙ ˙b
lu mi

.˙b œ
lu mi

.˙ œ
lu mi

˙ ˙
lu mi

˙b ˙

œ œ œ œ
na, cu sto di,

œ œ œ œ
na, cu sto di,

œ œ œ œ

.˙ Œ
na,

.˙ Œ
na,

.˙

œ
f

˙ œ

re ge,

˙ œ œ

œb œ
f

œ œ œ œ œ
re ge, re ge, et

œb œ œ œ œ
re ge, et

œ
f œ œ œ œ
re ge, re ge,

Œ ‰ Jœ
f œ œb œ

et re ge,

- - - - - - - - -

- - - - - -

- -

- - - -

- - - -

- - -
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A

T
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rit.

rit.

rit.

rit.

37

‰ Jœ
œ œ œ œ œ

re ge, et gu

˙b œ œ œ
re ge, et re

Œ ‰ Jœ
œ œ

et re ge,

˙ œ œ œb

re ge, et re

w#
ber

œb œ œ jœ ‰
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‰ jœ ˙ jœ ‰
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.˙ Œ
ge,

a tempo

a tempo
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w
p

na'A

Œ œ
F
œb œ

A

.˙b
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œ
A men,

.˙
p

œ
A men,

.˙b œ

.˙ œ
men

.˙b
p

œ
men,
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F
Jœ ˙

a men,
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a men,
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- - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - -

- - - - -

- - - - -
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˙
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a men,
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.˙b
f

œ
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f
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a
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f
œ œb œb œ
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men,

œ œ ˙
a men, a

.˙b œb

.˙b œ
a

- - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - -
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∑
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w
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p
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Ó 3œ
P
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w
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w
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Jœ ‰ œ œ œ
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An ge le
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- - - -

- - - - -
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>
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w
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- - - -

- - -
- - - - -
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- - - - -
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